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SATURDAY 


FIVE CENTS SEPTEMBER 9, 1933 __ 


Conference Breakfast at Alva Belmont House 


Sefiora Elisa Rodriguez Parra de Garcia Rosell, distinguished Peruvian Feminist, was the guest recently of Doris 
Stevens, chairman, and members of the Research Committee of the Inter American Commission of Women at a 
conference breakfast in the garden of Alva Belmont House, headquarters of the National Woman's Party in Wash- 
ington. Plans were discussed for the report to be made by the Inter American Commission of Women to the con- 
ference of Republics of North and South America to be held in Montevideo, Uruguay, after which Sefiora Rosell left o : 


for her home in Lima, Peru. From left to right: Sefior Rosell, Emma Wold, Burnita Shelton Matthews, Sefiora Rosell, 
Doris Stevens and Clara Snell Wolfe. | : 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


‘The object of this organization shall be 
te secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 

relationships. 


THE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

thronghout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
_ article by appropriate legislation.” 


Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolujjon Number 1 


ntroduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
SmNATOR JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


: Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Lovis LupLow, Indiana. 


Equal Rights | 
The Biennial 


| ()= readers may think we are harping unduly on*the fact that the 


Biennial Convention of the National Woman’s Party takes place. 
November 4 and 5 in Wilmington. 


As a matter of fact, we cannot insist too sttongly | or too often on the 


great urgency that every loyal member of the Party should begin now to lay 
her plans to attend this noteworthy event. 


Today, more than ever, it is of vital importance that women whe have 
the welfare of their sex at heart should stand together. N ot only that, but 
they must demonstrate their solidarity to the world. 

If the attendance at the Biennial is small, there is but one inference that 
those on the outside will be able to draw. Obviously at a time like this when 
the rights of women are being assailed on every hand, it will be assumed that 


all who sincerely believe in those rights will be on hand. 


The Dupont-Biltmore Hotel in Wilmington will be headquarters. fiaturday 
and Sunday were chosen for the two-day sessions in order that those attend- 
ing should have the benefit of reduced week-end railroad rates. 

_ The Biennial is less than two months off. Make your decision now and 
hasten the day when American women shall come into their birthright of com- 


_ plete citizenship on the same terms on which it is enjoyed by American men. 


The Right to Earn a Living 
P sevpore who fatuously believe that only sons need be educated for self. 


support, relying in the case of daughters on the comfortable theory that 
“the Lord will provide”’—provision in such cases being husbands who 


can be depended upon to maintain their wives and families—should know 


that the pious wish rests on a foundation hardly more secure than a belief 


in Santa Claus. The United States Census reveals the disconcerting truth 


that Benjamin Franklin’s saying about the Lord helping those who help 
themselves applies to daughters as well as sons. 

The spot-light which brings to light this fact was turned on by Professor 
William F. Ogburn, sociologist and director of President Hoover’s Committee 
on Social Trends. Professor Ogburn’s findings are contained in an article on 


America Family Today: Its Trends,” which appeared in the New York” 


Times of August 27. Excerpts are given on another page of this issue of 
EquaL Ricuts, which include this revealing sentence: “It is clear that 
parents who educate their daughters for marriage and a life within the home 
are taking dangerous chances.” We have always said so and naturally rejoice 


to have our tenet so satisfactorily and authoritatively confirmed. 


Among other things, Professor Ogburn discovers that the prospect that an 


a American girl will marry and be supported is a matter of considerable uncer- 
_ tainty. In about one case out of ten she will not marry at all. If she does, 
the chance that she will lose her husband by divorce is one in five or six, and — 


that he will die before his wife and before reaching fifty is about one in 
thirteen, 


Feminists for many years have ‘been asserting that much of the work 


formerly done by women in the home has been taken away from them by men 


through the operation of textile mills, clothing factories, canneries and other 
industries. Dr. Ogburn assents, and adds that “we must look for the exit of 
industries from the home to continue.” The situation therefore resolves itself 
into this: First, the uncertainty in the case of daughters as to whether they 
will marry and, if they do, whether they will be adequately supported; 
secondly, the certainty that for those who become home-makers the opportuni- 
ties for productive work within the home are doomed to become less and less. 

These are no matters of conjecture, but are reasoned conclusions based on 
scientifically gathered facts and figures. In consequence, if we concede their 
reliability, parents have the same obligation in the way of training children 
for self-support toward daughters as toward sons, and the argument of 
those who are loudly proclaiming that economic recovery will be hastened 
by forcing women out of paid employment has no foundation in fact. Indeed, 
rather than expose girl children to the risk that later in life they may be 
exposed to slow starvation by a desperate and heartrending struggle against 
conditions they have not been prepared to meet, it might be more humane to 
reduce their numbers by killing off a certain proportion of them in infancy. 
Infanticide is not more cruel, in our opinion, than the inhuman attitude that 
rates women as less than human, or that holds that women have no right to 
exist except by sufferance, as appendages of men. 
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Peruvian Feminist at Parley on Montevideo Plans 


HE Inter American Commission of 
Women had the great pleasure to 
welcome at its headquarters Sra. 
Elisa Rodriguez Parra de Garcia Rosell, 
the founder and president of the senior 
women’s society in Peru, the “Legion Pro- 
cultura,” and the editor of Universal, an 
illustrated magazine for women. Sra. 
Rosell has just returned from an exten- 
sive tour of Europe during which she 
visited the most important countries to 
study women’s organizations and further 
to familiarize herself with the various 
phases of activity of feminism, both in its 
national as well as its international 
aspects. 
Sra. Rosell is an outstanding example 


of the contemporary woman in her most 


resplendent manifestation. Always pas- 
sionately concerned with the advancement 
of women and with their final and com- 
plete civil and political emancipation 
which she believes can be and is being 
brought about as women learn better to 
co-operate and understand one another, 


the practical, workable tenets of Sra. 
Rosell are exactly those which her own 
successes so eloquently witness. 

Sra. Rosell belongs to innumerable 
organizations in various fields of activity. 
She has been long a member of the Coun- 
cil for Labor and Social Welfare, where 
she has served as government arbitrator 
in labor disputes between employers and 
employees, being the only woman ap- 
pointed in that capacity. She was a dele- 


‘gate to the third Pan American Scientific 
Congress of Women. She holds member- 


ship in the Geographical Society of Lima. 
She is active in the International League 
for Peace and Freedom, in the Spanish 


American Institute for Cultural Relations 
and in the International League for Span-_ 


ish and Spanish-American Women, which 
organization was founded by Carmen de 
Burgos and of which Dr. Celia Alvarez is 
now president. 

Sra. Rosell’s contributions to the litera- 


ture of the day’s social development are 


best exemplified by her writings on “The 
Orientation of the Modern Woman,” and 


the Montevideo Conference. 


“The Moral Sense of Today.” She is at 
the head of the widely read_ periodical 
Uniwersal, which she some nine 
years ago. | 

Sra. Rosell, after with Miss. 
Doris Stevens and her Legal Research 
Committee during the Sefiora’s recent 
stop-over in Washington, has consented to 
organize a committee in Peru which will 
assist the actual commissioner, Srta. 
Belén de Osma, in preparatory work for 
“The Legal 
Research Committee of the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women: is at present 
completing its arduous task of analyzing 
and summarizing the legal inequalities. 
between men and women which are set 
forth in the various Latin-American 


codes and laws, and which will be sub- 
mitted in a report for the Montevideo Con- 


ference. It is believed that the assistance 
of Sra. Rosell and her colleagues will 
materially aid in alleviating the difficul- 
ties encountered by the Commission and 
its Peruvian representative. 


The Woman Movement in Peru 


N my country in past centuries life 
| was easy and leisurely, and woman 


was solely dedicated to home life, ac- ~ 


cording to her own ancient traditions, her 
only wider interest being that of religion. 


Although there are the names of many 
famous women in literature and poetry, 
there are only a few pioneers in social 
work, among whom we may mention 
Clorinda Matto de Turner. But, as in 
other countries, as time went on the strug- 
gle for existence became more difficult, 
and then women, principally those belong- 
ing to what is called the middle classes 
(following the social classification accord- 
ing to means), had to meet great ob- 
stacles: the lack of training for any form 
of work and the opposition founded on 
tradition. For the most part women’s 
work was entirely confined to the home. 
The woman worked in her own home, gen- 
erally doing needlework for the shops, 
government service, etc., though, as is so 
often the case for such work, the work 
was excessive and the pay extremely low. 
On the other hand, it was considered 
shameful for a woman to work. Even in 
the present century many families tried 
to keep the fact of such work a secret; it 
was necessary that no one should know 
that the “young ladies” worked. There 
has been a complete transformation and 
today the Peruvian woman is proud of 
her capacity to work in all kinds of direc- 
tions. This is the natural consequence of 
the economic revolution in American 


By Sefiora Elisa Rodriguez Parra de 
Garcia Rosell 


(Reprinted from the August “September 


number of The International Women’s 
News, monthly organ of the Inter. 
national Woman Suffrage Alliance.) 


: cities, but it meant much pioneer work 
which today is forgotten; and it is a ~ 


matter of pride to me that I can claim 
to have been one of these pioneers when, 
more than a quarter of a century ago, I 


left the sheltered life of the home to found . 


and direct a business. 

In the field of commercial, Sadiintein) 
and mercantile activities there is now a 
considerable number of women. In that 
of the liberal professions the number is 
not very great, but in the universities and 
the high schools there are many girl stu- 
dents. Amongst those already in the pro- 
fessions the majority have university de- 
grees in pharmacy, philosophy, history, 
letters and natural science, while others 
hold. degrees in dentistry, law, medicine 
and engineering. Most of them gain great 
distinction in their professional capacity. 
The training of women for the teaching 
profession has undergone a healthy evolu- 
tion, due in a great measure to the per- 
fecting of the normal schools and the 
educational institutions. 

All that is naturally in addition to the 
professions exclusively reserved for wom- 
en. These professions, such as midwifery, 
nursing and latterly the training of social 


workers, have in recent years received far 
greater attention. 

Among the legal advantages obtained 
for the Peruvian woman I ought to men- 
tion the right of the married woman to 
look after her own property, the right of 
membership in the Sociedades de Bene- 
ficencia Piblica (the name given in this 
country to the official organizations who 
have in their ag Nb administration of 
the hospitals, sanatoria, workhouses, 
asylums, etc., althbugh under a tradi- 
tional and conservative regime which will 
probably undergo radical changes); the 
right to be represented in the Upper Coun- 
cil for Labor and Soeial Welfare, a gov- 
ernmental body whose duty it is to draft 
laws and regulations on social questions; 
the right of participation in the arbitral 
tribunals for settling the disputes between 
employers and workers—the only judicial 
function she enjoys, and lastly, the right 
to the municipal vote which she has not 
yet had the opportunity of exercising. 

As for the women’s organizations, I 
should say that the campaign proper 
gan soon after the war with \the society 
“Evolucion Femenina,” whic displayed 
great activity and presented the first 
official petition for suffrage ‘0 the Na- 
tional Congress, amongst otler things, 
but which died out in the absetce abroad 
of the founder and president, Maria Jesus 
Alvarado Rivera, the moving —" of its 
executive committee. 

A. little while afterwards Ms. Carrie 
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Chapman-Catt, on her visit to Lima, 
founded the National Council of Women, 
which had a passive existence for some 
years. Today it functions fully on the 
lines of similar institutions in other coun- 
tries, under the leadership, in the absence 
of its titular president, of the vice-presi- 
dent, one of our well-known writers, 
Elvira Garcia y Garcia. 


In 1920 there was founded through the 
unselfish devotion of a group of professors 
a school for training women for future 
work under the name of “La Buena Vol- 
untad.” On the basis of this Academy 


there has been built up an extensive pro-_ 


gram and shortly afterwards, there came 
into being the first executive body of the 
“Legion Feminista Pro Cultura,” of which 
I was made president, having been re- 
elected ever since, surrounded by enthusi- 
astic, active and intelligent women, among 


whom I would mention those who have > 
filled the interesting and exacting task of 
secretary, though with no intention of de 


tracting from the work of others, first the 
original secretary, Guillermina te 
Sara Bullon, a writer of the most px- 
quisite sensibility; E. Campos, who filled 
the post temporarily ; and the present gec- 
retary for foreign relations, Dr. Jacoba 
Florian Bernui, a distinguished advocate. 
In the course of its existence the Legion 
Feminista has displayed the greatest ac- 
tivity. In addition to its original educa- 

onal and cultural _ oer it has 
achieved the provision of legal defense 
for women and children, a campaign for 
civil and political rights, protection and 
aid for needy women and children, pacifist 
and temperance propaganda. It is or- 
ganized in the form of 9 central execu- 
tive committee and a seri¢s of autonomous 
permanent committees/ in which are 


| 
| 
| N an article on “The American Family 


Today,” Professor William F. Ogburn, 

sociologist, has some interesting things 
to say on the probable future of the 
American woman as revealed to him in 
a recent study of the census. The article 
appeared in the New York Times of Au- 
gust 27. We quote from paragraphs in 
which he discusses the fate of the home- 


maker: | 


“What does the do? We 
the head of the house, un- 
less he is A farmer, ordinarily does his 
work away from home—that is, when he 
can find: work to do. The wife, or home- 
maker as se is called in the Census, keeps 
house. TYe change in the pattern of family 
occupations has been in the employment 
of womej outside the home, not in any 
tendency, give men amperes within 


grouped the associations according to the 
individual special activities of each. 
Among’ them that for peace and inter- 
national brotherhood is presided over by 
the president of the society herself, that 
for the campaign for the political and civil 


rights of women has for some time been 
_ presided over by Dr. Rosa Dominga Perez 


Liendo, one of the senior and most distin- 
guished advocates in Peru. Some years 
ago, on the occasion of a ceremony in con- 
nection with the foundation of a series of 
official colleges for the study of the hvu- 


_ Inanities, solely for women (an official 
undertaking suggested by the Legion),. 


there was organized a demonstration for 
women’s vote before the head of the gov- 
ernment. | 


A few years later I founded Universal, 


a full-sized illustrated review, devoted to 


familiarizing women with the most en- 
grossing problems of humanity, dealing 
with these in its pages alongside with the 


smaller affairs of everyday life. Today 
Universal is a link of international union, 


as it does not confine itself to the national 


_ feminist campaign, but makes a point of 


reporting and commenting on the main 
events of international feminism. 


As a single example of the work of 


international rapprochement encouraged 
by the Legion Feminista and Universal, 
I would mention the reconciliation 
brought about with the women of Chili, 


a country separated from us by. 50 years 


of rancour and hatred, resulting from a 
war. Women’s efforts through the inter- 


vention of the “Bando Femenino Social y 


Cultural” of Santiago de Chile and its 
talented President Celinda Arregui de 
Rodicio, has resulted in antagonism being 
converted into a current of friendship and 
understanding, which so affected the gen- 


household produced nearly everything 
that was needed, woman’s work was ob- 
viously just as directly productive as 
man’s, and marriage was like forming a 
business partnership. Nowadays when a 
young man marries he is supposed to con- 
tribute most or all of the money income 
needed by the family—a fact which may 
help to explain why only 5 per cent. of 
the heads of families are under 25 years 
of age. 

“But this statement is subject to ex- 
ceptions—indeed, it is in the exceptions 
that the ‘trend’ seems to lie. One out 
of every seven or eight wives earns money, 
either by working outside the home or by 
doing work for hire inside the home. One 
out of every ten families takes in lodgers, 
and the money income from this source 
may be considered largely earned by the 
housewife. So it is probable that in 


Equal Rights 


eral feeling that the two governments 
found no difficulty in concluding a treaty 
for the solution of old disputes, and today 
Peru and Chili are the two countries with 
the best and closest friendly relations in 
South America. 


Lastly, there have been founded a great 


- number of women’s societies with varying 


programs carrying out work of undoubted 
social value, each in its respective and 
distinct sphere, I cannot overlook, as 
particularly interesting examples of wom- 
en’s societies, “Auxiliadora de la Infan- 
cia,” founded by one of the best known 
Peruvian women of her day, Juana Alarco 
de Dammert; the society “Entre Nous,” 
working for artistic and literary culture; 
the Liga de Bondad y Cultura for general 
propaganda for women’s education; the 
Hogar de la Madre, etc., etc.; besides 
others of a professional character, such as 
the Federation of Women Teachers, the 
Federation of University Women, the So- 
ciety of Women Clerks, the Society of 
Midwives, groups of nurses, etc., etc., as 
also a mass of groups with retigions and 
recreational aims. 

As regards work for suffrage besides 


those already mentioned — Evolucién 


Femenina, Legion Feminista and the | 
work of Dr. Miguelina Acosta Cardenas—- 
there was recently working with this 
same object the society founded under the 
name of Feminismo Peruano. | 

Another event which was a milestone 
for Feminist work in Lima in recent years 
was the meeting of the second Pan-Ameri- 
can Women’s Conference, which gathered 
together the most notable figures from the 
whole continent and was presided over 
by M. Mercedes Gallagher de Parks, in her 
capacity of president of the National 
Council of Women. 


he Home-Maker and the Census 


nearly one in every five cases the home- 
maker adds money to the family income 
through her own efforts. 

- “One out of every three families has 
more than one gainful worker, and one 
out of every ten families has more than 
two persons bringing in income. The fact 
that so many members contribute to the 
family income has probably helped to 
break somewhat the shock of the business 
depression. This would not have been so 
important twenty years ago; the increase 
in the number of married women working 
for money has been 60 per cent. since the 
end of the World War. 

“The nature and extent of the work 
which has to be done around the house has 
changed radically, particularly in cities. 
One out of every four city families and 
three out of every four farm families still 
have their washing done at home; one 
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out of every hundred city families and 
twenty out of every hundred farm fami- 
lies bake their bread at home; and the 
farmer’s wife seems to do about 50 per 
cent. more sewing and laundering than 
the city man’s wife. 

“The making of men’s clothing seems 
to have pretty well left the city home, at 
least, before the World War; the making 
of women’s dresses is following it. Res- 
taurants and delicatessen shops seem to 
be growing four times as fast as the 
number of families. Only in remote moun- 


tain regions, such as those of Kentucky, 
do the old household handicrafts hang on 
in full vigor. 

“Since 1930 there have been attempts 


to revive home industries, but there is no 


reason to believe that this movement has 
gone far or that it will persist after the 
depression is over. We may look for the 
exit of industries from the home to con- 


tinue, though to what extent we do not 
ROW. 


“It is clear that parents who educate 
their daughters for marriage and a life 
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within the home are taking dangerous 
chances. In about one case out of ten 
the daughter will not marry at all. In 
case she marries, the chance she will lose 
her husband by divorce is one in five or 
six, and only a small percentage of di- 
vorces are granted alimony. The chance 
that the bride’s husband, if he does not 
divorce her, will die before 50 and before — 
she does, is about one in thirteen. There 
fore, the probability that she will become 
a widow, by death or divorce, before she 
is 45, is about one in four or five.” 


Heroes Continue To Be Made; Not Born 


feminine women, more numerous 

than the world wots of, who ap- 
proach innocent children with the tenta- 
tive caution of a household cat stalking 
a new piano. True to the doctrine that 
human nature responds with what is ex- 
pected of it, the little darlings usually 
greet me with a hammer blow between 
the eyes. I am still staggering from the 
effects of an encounter with the four- 
year-old son of an intimate friend. 

This child had among his toys a puzzle 
in which four or five miniature balls had 
to be rolled about in such a way that all 
would ultimately be in definite positions 
simultaneously. 
ice, I picked this up and said to John: 
“This is a hard one. Has anyone suc- 
teeded in doing it?” The four-year-old 


Y tent deponent is one of those un- 


In order to break the 


By Carol A. Rehfisch, 
Member California Branch, National 
Woman's Party 


looked at me with devastating scorn: 
“Frank did it. Hn’s a man.” I imme- 
diately appealed to his mother, who testi- 
fied that she had done it herself several 
times. 
mother, who is not a man, has also en- 
compassed this feat. 
that there is no difference whatever, in 
any respect, between the abilities of men 
and women in the matter of rolling balls 


into grooves.” But at this point in what 


might easily have developed into a notable 


discourse, I observed that my audience 


was, as usual, not with me, and surren- 
dered to the enemy. = * ~~ 
The enemy is none other than the @ desire 


“Behold infant,” quoth I, “Thy 


Know, moreover, — 


of the unreflecting mother to wate sure 
that her sons are adequately impressed 
with their responsibilities in the world 
as the natural protectors of the erstwhile 
weaker sex. They really aim to put one 
over on the gullible male, so that he will 
take pride in pulling the family carry- -all, 
and will stand without hitching the rest 
of his life. For my friend who has sup- 
ported herself and others from the age of 
eighteen and is now the sole support of 
her children, has always been the slave of 
duty in practice, but remains in theory a 
delicate parasite. 

This is not the least of the reasons why 
men continue to draw the salaries and to 
make the gestures, while women to an 
increasing extent do the unpleasant work. 
How is this stronghold of conventional 
humbuggery to be overthrown? 


Uphold Woman Earner’s Right Marriage 


ence of the Open Door International 

for the Economic Emancipation of 
the Woman Worker at the Senate House, 
Prague, and of its Summer School at 
Mlada Boleslav took place in J OF and 
August. 

The conference included members from 
Austria, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Czechoslovakia, Great Britain, 
France, Finland, Norway, Latvia, Sweden, 
Jugoslavia. There were also present as 
observers representatives of the govern- 


T HE sessions of the Third Confer- 


ments.of Ecuador, Greece, Czechoslovakia, — 


Great Britain and Uruguay, and many 
Czech visitors, making a total of: 177 
attending the conference. 

The president, Chrystal Macmillan, in 
her opening address drew attention to the 
attacks now being made on the right of 
the married woman to sell her labor for 
gain—a right everywhere recognized as 
one which distinguishes the freeman from 
the slave; and to the way in which the 
International Labor Organization was in- 
creasingly making proposals which placed 
the woman worker at a disadvantage be- 
cause of her sex. 

A resolution which aroused great inter- 


est was that which claimed the woman 
earner’s right to marriage. It was de- 
clared to be an unjustifiable interference 
with private rights to prevent the employ- 
ment of married women; that this did 
not reduce but shifted the incidence of 
unemployment from one person to an- 
other, and tended to perpetuate the low 
status of all women earners by encourag- 


ing the limitation of their employment to 


unskilled mechanical and low-paid pro- 
cesses. In another resolution the con- 
ference pointed out that the muscular use 
of the body promotes its physical develop- 
ment and that women had always taken 
their full share in the disagreeable, heavy 
and dangerous work of the world and 
that it was not women who were invading 
the sphere of the male worker but rather 
that men had invaded the traditional 
work of women, especially when they en- 
gaged in cooking, baking, preservation of 
food, brewing, spinning, weaving, the 
manufacture of lighting materials, the 
transport of water, the cultivation of the 
soil and the threshing and grinding of 
corn. 

Among the topical resolutions were a 
number dealing with subjects which had 


_mecently been, or were shortly to be, dis- 


cussed within the International Labor 
Organization. The conference in this con- 
nection declared that a woman should 
have the same right as a man to earn her 
living underground, and drew attention 
to the hardship suffered and the protests 
made by the women miners of Great 
Britain and of India when they were 
eliminated from a well-paid employment 
in mines, This resolution—as were all 
the others — was carried unanimously, 
among those voting in favor being a Dan- 
ish woman delegate formerly a worker 
underground in a coal mine in Canada. 


The conference expressed dissatisfac- 
tion at the recently adopted draft con- 
ventions of the I, L. O. on Invalidity and 
Old Age Pensions since these left it open 
to a ratifying State to pay unequal bene- 
fits to men and women. It wag declared 
to be better to have no convention at all 
than one which sacrifices the woman for 
the sake of the support of countries which 
wish to put women at a disadvantage. 
This is to make a fetish of the mere fact 
that one more convention has been 
adopted instead of considering as essen- 
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tial the equal treatment of men and 
women. 

The conference urged that the I. L. O. 
Conventions on Widows and Orphans’ 
Pensions should not be ratified as they 
are based on wrong principles and en- 
visage the widow solely as the relict of 
her husband. In connection with the 
proposed I, L. O. Convention on Unem- 
ployment Insurance the conference urged 


that any such convention should provide 


for equal contributions and equal bene- 
fits for men and women with no discrimi- 
nation against the married woman; and 
reminded the International Labor Organi- 
zation of the guiding principle of its own 
constitution that “men and women should 
receive equal remuneration for work of 
equal value.” 

- The conference further declared its 
opposition to a proposed enquiry by the 


I. L. O. into the conditions of work of 
the married woman, saying she should 
not be treated as a class apart. It further 
urged that the subject of night work and 
the reduction of the hours of work should 
be considered together, and that any con- 
vention on night work should be the same 
for men and women, | 
Anxiety was expressed regarding ru- 
mors about women being deprived of their 
work in Germany and authority was given 
to the O. D. I. Board to condemn such 


- action if the rumors were ascertained to 


be true. 

The following were elected members of 
the board of officers of the O. D. I.: Chrys- 
tal Macmillan (Great Britain), President ; 
Senator Frantiska Plaminkova (Czecho- 
slovakia), Hon. Treasurer; Winifred 


Le Sueur (Great Britain), Hon. Sec-. 


retary; Louise de Craene van Duuren 


Equal Rights 


(Belgium); Gertrud Baer (Germany) ; 
Ruth Vandeer Litt (U.S. A.); Thyra van 
Beetzen Ostman (Finland) ; Anna Wester- 
gaard (Denmark); Ingeborg Walin 
(Sweden); Paulina Luisi (Uruguay) ; 
Klizabeth Abbott (Great Britain) ; Marie 
Le Noel (France). 

The conference, by the courtesy of the 
Czechoslovakian Government, held its ses- 
sions in the beautiful Senate House of 
Prague; and the Summer School met in 
the Women’s Agricultural College at 
Mlada Boleslav. Among the many de- 


 lightful hospitalities provided for the 


delegates were receptions and entertain- 
ments by the City Council of Prague at 
the beautiful Old Town Hall, and by the 
Town Councils of Mlada Boleslav and 
Mjelnik, and a dinner given by the 
National Council of Women of Czecho- 
slovakia. 


News from the Field 


In Memoriam 
T is with sorrow that we learn of the 
recent death of Merica Hoagland, loy- 
al and devoted Feminist of Indianapolis, 


Indiana. A graduate of Vassar College, 
- Miss Hoagland was always interested in 


legislative problems, especially those 


which concerned the welfare of women 


and children. Thirty-one years ago she 
established the Indiana Library School 


and the-same tinie became a member 


of the Indiana Library Commission. She 
was a member of the Woman’s Associa- 
tion of Commerce of Indianapolis, helped 
to organize the Indiana Branch of the 
Federation of Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, and was president of the 
Indiana Union of Literary Clubs. 


Spanish Lecturer at Alva Belmont House 
HE recently organized Instituto de 
las Espafias, a society with a dis- 


tinguished membership composed of 


Spanish speaking persons, many of them 
diplomats, and leading residents of Wash- 
ington interested in Spanish and Portu- 
guese culture, had as its guest speaker, 
Friday evening, August 18, the distin- 
guished Spanish historian Dr. Aurelio 
Vinas, who gave an illustrated lecture 
on “The Founding of the Capital..of 
Spain.” The meeting took place in the 
garden of Alva Belmont House. 

Dr. Vifias has just finished giving a 
course of. lectures on the “History of 
Spanish Civilization” at the summer ses- 
sion of Columbia University. He has been 
a professor at the University of Seville 
and has been for the last few years on 
the faculty of the Hispanic Institute at 
the Sorbonne. He also lectures every 
month at the University of Brussels and 
acts as Cultural Attaché of the Spanish 
Embassy in Paris—a position created by 
the Republican Government of Spain in 


keeping with the modern idea of culti- 
vating peace and understanding between 
nations by means of a deeper understand- 
ing of their cultural values. He contrib- 
utes also to the knowledge of Spain by 


A Lyric 
(Written 635 B.C.) 


- I would have gone to my lord in his need, 
Have galloped there all the way, 
But this is a matter concerns the State, 
And I, being a woman, must stay. 


I watched them leaving the palace yard, : 
In carriage and robe of state. 
I a have gone by the hills and the 


fords; 
I know they will come too late. 


I may walk in the garden and gather 
Lilies of mother-of-pearl. 

I had a plan would have saved the State. 
—But mine are the thoughts of a girl. 


The Elder Statesmen sit on the mats, 
And wrangle through half the day; 
A hundred plans they have drafted and 


dropped, 
And mine was the only way. 


Translated from Chinese into Latin by 
Pere Lacharme (eighteenth century) and | 
into English by Helen Waddell, in “Lyrics 
From the Chinese.” (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1913.) 


means of scholarly works on different 
aspects of its history, such as his “His- 
torical Readings,” “Seville in the XVI 
Century,” “History of Contemporary 
Spain”—all in Spanish—and “L’Espagne 
par les Textes.” Dr. Vifias was intro- 
duced by Sefior Benjamin Cohen, Chargé 
d’affaires of Chile, who is vice-president of 
the council of the Institute. In the ab- 
sense of the director of the Institute, 
Sefior Gonzalo Zaldumbide, Minister of 
Ecuador, Sefiora Concha Romera James, 
Assistant Chief of the Division of Intel- 


lectual Cooperation, Pan American Union, 
acted as chairman, Many members of the — 
Woman’s Party attended this delightful 
meeting. 


Delaware Branch Elects Officers 
# Yow annual meeting of the Delaware 

Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party was held recently at the home of 
Mrs. Victor duPont, Sr., Wilmington. 
Officers for the coming year were elected, 
Marie T. Lockwood of Middletown suc- 
ceeding Florence Bayard Hilles as State — 
Chairman. Miss Lockwood has been for 
years one of the most active members of 
the Woman’s Party in her State and is a 
pioneer welfare worker in Delaware. _ 

Other officers elected were: Marguerite 
Dugan Bodziak, first vice-chairman; Mrs. 
Victor duPont, Sr., second vice-chairman; _ 
Mrs. Stuart J. Horn, treasurer; and 
Marian I. Kenney, secretary. 

Mrs. George L. Callery, known to Wom- 
an’s Party workers as the former Kath- 
erine L. B. Hilles, daughter of the na- 
tional chairman, was elected Congres- 
sional Chairman. | 

Delegates elected to the biennial to be 
‘held November 4-5 in Wilmington were 
Miss Lockwood, Mary E. Brown, Mrs. 
Horn and Katherine 8. Dettling. Alter- 
nates are Frances Wilson, Mrs. Kenney, 
Mary E. Regan and Mrs. Bodziak. 

- Mrs. Hilles, who presided at the busi- 


- ness session, spoke of the national and 


State work of the Woman’s Party at pres- 
ent, explaining the significance of the 
N. R. A. codes to women. In some codes, 
unequal wages and hours for men and 
women are proposed and the Woman’s 
Party is putting forth every effort to see 
that the final codes do not contain in- 
equalities. 

Rose Goudiss: told of the recent me- 
morial service in Washington. 
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September 9, 1933 


A Government Worker Protests 

HE following letter which is similar 

to hundreds that are being received at 
National Headquarters, has come to the 
New York Government Workers’ Council 
of the National Woman’s Party: | 


Dear Chairman of the New York 
Government Workers’ Council: 


I am writing to you for advice or 
aid on behalf of the women of the 
government service. 


Although I am not a member of 
your Council, I have lately heard of 
it through a friend. I sincerely hope 
to join, and to influence as many as 
possible to do so, for the protection of 
all women in government service. 

I understand that married women 
with husbands also in government 


Marriage or Career? 

| N an article, entitled “Also In Defense 
of Women,” appearing in the August 

number of “Independent Women,’ pub- 


lished by the National Federation of 


Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, Virginia S. Lucas propounds the 
question, “Must women have to choose 
between the pursuit of a career and mar- 
riage?” and answers it as follows: 


Surely that should not be neces- 
sary. Neither (career or marriage) 
seems to me to be sufficient to sup- 
plant the other as an ultimate entity. _ 
The unmarried business woman leads 
a one-sided existence. The educated 
married woman with only her house- 
hold duties likewise leads a one-sided 
existence. The married woman needs — 
mental exercise, the unmarried wom- 
an needs the experience, the com- 
panionship of marriage. 

Given the same education as a man, 
a woman now has a man’s mental 
needs. For the educated woman, mar- 
riage is no more a job than for the | 
edueated man. Marriage, particular- 
ly for women, has hitherto been so 

-emphasized as to place upon it a false 
evaluation. Men, as a rule, do not 
permit the wedded state to eclipse 

them. Then why should women, 


Advocates Woman ANILA, Philip- 


Suffrage in pine Islands 
hilippines (A.P.) — Frank 
The Evening Star, Murphy revived an 


apparently mori- 
bund issue when he 
urged the granting 


Washington, D. C., 
August 22, 1933. 


of suffrage to wom- | 


en in his first message as Governor Gen- 
eral of the Philippines. 

At the first session of the current Ninth 
Insular Legislature two years ago the 
House of Representatives voted to give 
the. ballot to women—an unprecedented 
move in the Orient—but the Senate failed 
to take action. 

‘The House measure was laid on the 


service, are to be dismissed perma- 
nently, regardless of how many years 
service we have performed. This we 
consider a rank injustice to our sex 
as we took civil service examinations 
the same as the men, openly and 
honestly. I for one cannot under- 
stand how, after fifteen years, we can 
suddenly be dismissed. 


I assure you that an investigation 
would prove that the majority of us 
not only have dependents to support, 
but are also helping friends in need 
during the past few years of the de- 
pression. 
To cite my own or any individual 
‘case would be selfish. At the present 
~ time we are working at the rate of 
fifteen hundred dollars a year in- 
_ stead of twenty-one hundred, and are © 


Feminist Notes 


with the same type of education and 
professional experience be expected 
to satisfy themselves solely with mar- 
riage? 

How the world would laugh at the 
absurdity of saying to a man: “You 
must now give up your job and oc- 
cupy yourself with being married !” 

That the experiment of higher edu- 
cation for women has grown rather 
beyond the expectations of its as- 
tonished creators is evident. Now that 
they have it, with its inevitable 
though naively unexpected propor- 
tions, what can they do about it? 


I believe that, given .a little time, 
. women, who, through the advantages 
of culture and education, have devel- 
oped a keener power of analysis and 
reasoning, will find the key to their 
difficulties, and the “open sesame” to 
the state of being happily married, 
though educated. 


Long May She Live! 


HAT the dental profession thinks 

of the woman dentist is shown by 

the following quotation from an editorial 

in the Journal of the American Dental 
Association: 

“The woman practitioner introduced 

finesse and dignity into professional life, 


Press Comment 


table and might be revived. In addition, 
Representative Juan Luna promptly in- 
troduced a new suffrage bill to carry out 
Murphy’s recommendation. | 
The president of the National Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, Mrs. Pilar Ri- 
dalgo Lin, sent a letter to the new Gov- 
ernor General thanking him for champion- 
ing their cause, and announced the drive 
for action by the Legislature would be 
re-opened. But politicians said privately 
they doubted a suffrage bill would be 
enacted at this session with interest fo- 
cused on the independence issue. 3 
Mrs. Lin expressed the view the decision 
to be made on the congressional proffer of 
conditional independence made it all the 
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‘still trying to help our own families 
or friends just the same as we did 
before. 


I have taken it upon myself to write 

_ you, and I feel that I am writing in 

behalf of all the married women in 

the service, when I ask your guidance 
at this trying time. 

The men are using every possible 
means to force us out and I repeat 
it is a rank injustice to women and 
a breaking down of the civil service 
laws, therefore making it unsafe for 


all women formerly protected by 
such. 


I would appreciate an early reply 
to show to the other women, and I 
would also like to know more about 
the aim of the National Woman’s 
Party and about membership in your 
organization. 


She increased the interest in certain 
phases of practice that before had lan- 
guished in the hands of the men. She 
gave an impetus to child dentistry which 
today is bearing fruit in every section of 
our land. By the grace of her sex, she 
was able to minister to those who could 
not be reached by men, and she did much 
to break down the timidity of children in 
approaching the dental chair. Her ser. 
vice to dentistry has been unique and her 
devotion has been sublime. To her, den- 
tistry owes much, and humanity owes 
more. Long may she live to extend her 
beneficence into generations yet unborn.” 


First Spanish Woman Diplomat 
UCILA GODOY, authoress and poet, 
has been appointed Consul to Chile. 
She is the first woman to hold a post in 


the Spanish diplomatic corps. 


Sabin Honored 
R. FLORENCE RENA SABIN, of 
the staff of Rockefeller Institute for 


_ Medical Research, New York City, re- 
ceived the honorary degree of doctor of 


science at the recent commencement of 
New York University. 


more important that women be given the 
vote, to express their views through a 
plebiscite or by voting for delegates to a 
national convention. 

Gov. Gen. Murphy dealt with a subject 
avoided by his predecessors in urging the 
grant of suffrage. He said he made the 
recommendation without canvassing the 
local situation, at length feeling that the 
democratic basis of the Philippine Gov- 
ernment should be broadened, whether 
independence comes soon or late. 

“Women have given ample proof of 
their capacity for unerring appraisal and 
energetic action in the treatment of prob- 
lems involving personal and human rela- 
tionships,” he said in his message, adding 
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“it would be an act of wisdom and fair- 
ness” to extend them the full right of 
suffrage. 


THENS, August 
Gain Point 8 — Suffrage | 
The New York for women has tak- 

; en a new step for- 
Times, 


ward in Greece with 
the insertion into 
the new. . electoral 
law wy Peter Rhallis, Minister of the 
Interior, of a clause making’ women eli- 
gible for the office of alderman. Each 
Greek city has payor and twelve, 
men. 
Women are already allowed to vote i. 
municipal elections, but they are denied 
the ballot in national polls. ee the 


August 27, 1938. 


influence of the feminine vote may already — 
be felt upon national affairs, tor ‘the mu- - 
nicipal elections of Athens, Piraeus and — 


Saloniki are of such consequence that 
Venizelos last year staked the life of one 


of his cabinets upon a Piraetis{mayoralty 


Equal Pay Is ‘OMEONE bobs 


‘Logical and Just"’ up ‘again with 


there should’ ‘be a 


sweeping rule 


August 16, 1933. 


women in ‘either 


office or business? The-con- 
tention of the declarant is that;this. would 
go a long way toward relieving financial : 


distress by opening up the i¢be for the 
unmarried women. 

The fallacy underlying this plan in the 
sweeping sort of application ‘i 
that it takes no acount of ® | 
among the ranks of either the married or 
the unmarried women. It assymes. that 


there is never any need for mafried won- : 


en to hold jobs, and that there; is’ always 
need for the single girls to earn their 
own money. That there are thottksands of 
cases on both sides in which the: reverse 
is the case is a fact known to ‘all Of, us. 

Investigation into individwahy « 
would reveal that there are manysmoti 


apart from mere greed for money. which 


induce married women to take: jobs. ‘In 
some cases the wife has gone. to. work 
to supplement the husband’s income 


which is inadequate for paying off honest - 


debts accumulated during long pe 
sickness or other adversity. In 0 her cases 
it will be found that homes have been 
built, children are being sent tg,college, 
or other justifiable obligations ,assumed 
on a financing plan based on the expecta- 
tion of continued employment of the wife. 
In yet other instances wives have gone to 
work in order to support their own aged 
parents whom the husbands are unable to 
care for out of their modest earnings. 
Wives have been known to go to work in 
order to be able to have an old-age savings 


7. 


the insistence that 


against. the employ- 


account which the husband was unable 
to provide. 

In all such cases it is apparent that the 
ruthless deprivation of jobs for the mar- 
ried women so employed would. create 
new distress as an offset for whatever dis- 
tress: it might relieve among the unmar- 


ried girls. | ‘The fact too. that in some 
cases the job taken from a married 
woman in need might go to a single girl - 


who is the datighter of a prosperous man 


suggests a further reason for going slowly 


in the matter of applying general policies 
so broadly. 


far better plan, in dealing with any- 
"hing so-human, in ‘its. the 


ployment problem is to consider cases on. 
their individual merits. 


_ Another instance of injustice frequently 
done through’ the relentless application of | 
general policies has to do with women’s | 
wages. Mrs. ‘Franklin D; Roosevelt in her _ 
insistence that the business codes’ should © 
establish parity of wages for equal work | 


done,. as between men and women, is. ask- 
ing only for what is logical and just. The 
theory by which many; employers justify. 
@ polity of lesser wages’ for ‘women when 


‘doing ‘the identical. work of more highly 
paid men is: that ihen have families ‘to. 


support, 
In ‘a; perfect economic ' Utopia it might 


_be the case that all dependents were sup- 
ported ‘by ‘men; ‘and: that ' womén* never, 
were called upon to provide daily suste-— 
-nanee for others. But life as we know~ 
it is not Utopian. The, fact, that , many oi 
the underpaid women: actually, have’ 


families to support while their .male asso- 
ciates drawing higher wages for the same 
work are single and unencumbered by de- 


pendents has not yet, appeared in a suf- 
ficiently convincing light to cause many ee 
employer's to adjust their wage thedries 


—and to actual con- 
ditions. 


Perhaps the N. R. A. wilt be able 
to accomplish here what the Equal. Rights . 
_ crusaders could never achieve by 1 mere 


preaching. 


Acclaim Mrs. 


$6 wages 
Roosevelt's. Stand 


for equal 
battle’ 
ery of ardent femi- 
nists, has been 
taken up by Mrs. 


Betty Briggs in the 
San Francisco 

News, | 
August 16, 1933. 


velt. 


Industrial codes. which supeity: 


wage schedules for women than for men 
doing the same type of work, has aroused 
ire of the President’s wife and the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 

Is it fair to pay smaller wages to wom- 
en than are paid to men for the same 
work? 

Miss. Elizabeth Adams, a publishing 
company executive, says: 

“When men and women do the same 


kind of work and the same amount of 


paid, 


Yang Sen. .. 
Chinese women to bestir themselves in 
the matter of sex emancipation. It is re- 
- ported from Tzechow, centre of his sphere 


WASHINGTON 


Equal Rights 


work, they of course, should be paid the 
same wages.”. 

Mrs. Lillian ‘Hall, director of. a State 
office in San Francisco, says: 

“There should be no wage discrimina- 
tion. The person, man or woman, who. 
can do the job best should get the job and 
sex should have no bearing on the salary 


“Teng. women working today 
who don’t have to work » They have re- 
sponsibilities ‘just as men have.” 

Miss Rose Bezek, office manager for an 
insurance company, says: 

“Tn many jobs women are more com- 
*petent and capable than men. They should 
be aR as much money as men for equal 
work, 

Mrs. Ethel Maxwell, a twantebiad em- 
ploye, Says: 

“Men are battling for decent wages. I 
can see no reason why. women should not 
pick this’ opportune time to seek equal 
and fair wages under the new codes. 

“All women, I believe, think that we 
should be pail wages equal those paid 
men for the same work. 

‘Women ‘don’t work for fun. They 
have the same responsibilities that men 
have. They have families to take care of 
and obligations to meet. Why then should 
they be asked to work as hard, as long 
and as well as men for less’ money?” — 

One» business. woman blames much of 
the trouble with the wage situation to the 
erroneous idea that most women work 
Just for, their own. amusement. Wiehe 


Equal Rights HENGTU, China, 
In China July 11 .—Sze- 
chuan Province, 

The Now ) York buried deep in 
_ Times, © | China, has its expo- 
August 21, 1933. nents _ of progress. 


these is General 
. He has not waited for 


of activities, that he recently decided all 
Chinese women should abandon many of 
the taboos freedom of their 


"Subscibe Subsctibe for KOUAL RIGHTS 
$2.00 a Year 
Baltimore, Md. 


ROOMS FOR VISITORS IN 


Headquarters of the National Woman's Party 

' ‘announces that several spacious, sunny rooms 
in Alva Belmont House at 144 B Street N. B., 

| ay ‘a block from the Capitol, are available 
or the use of members of the National 
Woman’s Party temporarily in Washington. 


Rooms, $2.00 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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